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century of the Hijra. He is celebrated in Arabic tradition for his wonderful acuteness, of which a number of stories are related, so that you say of a very clever person, More intelligent than lyds (Arab. Prov. I. 593). Ibn Khallikan says of him, " He was renowned for ready expression and for penetration, and the acuteness of his mind was proverbial; the persons of merit who spoke their language with elegance considered him as their chief; his conjectures were verified by the events, and in the management of affairs he showed great dexterity. It is he to whom Hariri alludes in his Seventh Assembly. He was appointed Kadi of Basra by 'Omar ibn 'Abd al 'Aziz, and his grandfather lyas was one of the Companions of Moh.amm.ed." Of his acuteness Ibn Khallikan relates the following anecdotes : Being at a place in which something happened which caused alarm, and where three women, whom he did not know, were present, he said, " One of them is pregnant, another is nursing, and the third is a virgin." On inquiry it was found that he had judged rightly; and when he was asked how he came to know, he replied, " In time of danger persons lay their hands on what they most prize : now I saw that the pregnant woman, in her fright, placed her hand on her belly, which showed that she was with child; the nurse placed her hand on her bosom, by which I knew that she was suckling; and the gesture of the third proved to me that she was a maid." Hearing a Jew ridicule the Moslems for believing that the inhabitants of Paradise are to eat food and yet not pass it away, he asked him if all that he ate passed off in that manner; and on the Jew replying that God converted a portion of it into nourishment, he said " Why should not God convert into nourishment the whole of the food eaten by the inhabitants of Paradise ?" Being one clay in a courtyard, he said that there was an animal under one of the bricks; .the people having raised it found a snake under it. He was asked how he came to know that it was so. He said that among all the bricks in the pavement there were only two under which any dampness appeared, so that he knew there must have been something underneath that breathed. Other anecdotes of the